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OTHER  SHIPTON  as  all  u;  .  • 

»  'irfSW  bb°ur|l  i  the  place 

Knaresborouah  „J “ ‘,h? !i  reCe.'vcd  °Pi"io«  is 

cerning  her  p^arenta.e  .here^Tif  W?U‘  9°»- 
reports.  Some  hold  W r  ?,  llkew,se  various 
mancer,  and  therS?  Sth  ”  WaS.  a  N^ro- 
posterity.  Butthecomm^'116  enta!,e(l  on  his 
fore  I  shall  folio  £  Ts  TJ?  f°ry*  ";hicI>  there- 
dau</hter  of  nn!  ’  ,  *'*  that  ller  m°ther  was  ihe 

■was  scarce  fifteen  years' of  *age!°  dled  when  she 

date  o^her  birth1  bOt'ft  *°  as?€rtaln  the  exact 
her  prophecies  tW  i  may  be  collected  from 
establishment  of  the  HS1C  i.WaS‘»born  bef°re  the 
of  Biitafo.  Hownham  Law  in  the  North 

happened  upon^ee  ZT  Tr  I*eorfedi‘°1  ka"= 
the  chimney  ton  *  “  *  . A  ravea  croaked  upon 
heard  about  t],«  l  ’  1  extraordinary  noise  was 

»nd  a  violcn\  3,' bi,USef  f?r  Teral  ”'«>“*  Wore. 

relr'Fcos*1*  FeCUrSUr  “f  ihese'neiher 


I 


(  4  ) 

7  be  strange  physiognomy  of  her  figure  frighten¬ 
ed  the  gossips,  who  all  augured  she  would  be  a 
very  extraordinary  personage.  It  was  also  ob¬ 
served /that  as  soon  as  she  was  born  she  fell  a 
grinning  and  laughing,  after  a  .get  t ang  manner, 
and  immediately  the  tempest  ceased.  -  , 

The  child  being  then  born,  was  ordered  by  the 
abbot  of  Beverly  to  be  christened  by  the  name 
3  A  NET  URSULA  SONTIBLES  ;  for  that  was, 
the  name  of  her  mother,  arid  Slnpton  was  her 
husband’s  name.  When  she  was  about  two 
months  old,  her  mother  became  sensible  that 
her  child  was  under  the  guardianship  ot  evil 
spirits:  for  going  out  one  day  to  get  a  po  ° 
Water  to  make  some  broth  with,  when  she  re¬ 
turned,  she  heard  a  noise  as  if  an  hundred  cats 
had  been  in  concert,  at  which -she  was  so . 
maved,  that  she  ran  to  get  some  assurance  to  en¬ 
ter  the  house.  When  they  came  they  could  see 
nothing  but  smoke  as  if  the  house  had  been  on 

■fire-  but  looking  for  the  child  it  was  P0,'c  ar4 

not  to  be  found,  upon  which  they  sent  tor  a  holy 
friar,  who  after  exercising  the  place,  discovered 
the  child  in  a  nook  np  the  chimney,  and  there 
-seemingly  as  well  pleased  as  if  m  a  garden  of 

^AtTnother  time,  while  her  mother  and  some - 
gossips  were  regaling  over  a  cup  of  sack»  W 
perceived  a  large  black  bear  m  the  room,  whtfch 
so  frightened  them,  that  one  screamed  out  art 
another  swooned  away,  when  immediately  b 
neighbours  coming  in  to  see  what  was  the 
•they  found  one  with  the  seat  of  the  "ecessafV 
round  her  neck  like  a  ruff,  and  another  had 
head  forced  into  a  boiling  pot,  insOmuch  tha 
was  gotten  out  with  the  utmost  difficult) 
dismayed  them  all,  so  that  they  all  enddavimW 
to  cet 'first  out  of  doors  ;  but  m  tam,  for  every 
one  had  a  yoke  on,  and  were  so  fastened  toge- 
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tber,  as  to  render  it  impossible  for -them  at- all  to. 
eet  loose  of  the  house.  Irt  this  consternation 
the  same  ftiar  was  applied  tp,  who  dissolved  the 
spell,  and  at  the  same  time  advised  them  never 

to  ridicule  the  guardian  spirit  of  the  little  one,, 
•who  was  evidently. displeased  at  such  levity. 

A6-  she  grew  up,  she  was  often  affronted  by 
reason  of  her  decrepid  and  deformed  appearance, 
but  she  never  failed  to  take  revenge  on  those 
that  did  so.  As  one  day  the  parish. being  met,, 
thev  summoned  her  to  appear  before  them  to  ac¬ 
count  for  some  of  her  wicked  pranks  ;  one  called 
her  the  devil’s  bastard,  another  an  infernafimp, 
and  the  like;  whereupon  she  grumbled,  and  the 
bells- in  the  steeple  fell  a  ringing  in  so  furious  a 
manner  that  all  the  parish  ran  to  the  place  to 
know  the  cause  as  the  noise  was  so  extraordinary 
they  had  never  heard  the  like  before  ;  arid  while 
they  were  gazing  on  each  other,  there  fell  such 
a  shower  of  a^hes  as  almost  blinded  them,  after 
which  followed, a  great  noise,  as  if  above  a  thou¬ 
sand  persons  were  laughing  together,  but  nothing 

seen.  , 

She  was  so  feared  by  her  neighbours  that  none 
dare  venture  hardly  to  look  at  her,  but  as  she 
had  a  great  reputation  of  being  a  cunning  woman 
in  respect  of  restoring  stolen  goods,  many  were 
fain,  out  of  necessity,  to  resort  to  her  to  get  in¬ 
telligence  of  their  losses.  Amongst  these  was  a 
woman,  who  having  left  her  door  open  while  she 
was  gossiping  above  an  hour,  lost  a  bran  newt 
shift :  this  misfortune  she  made  known  to  this 
auguring  dame,  who  did  not,  as  our  Holywell 
mount  Conjurors  do,  beat  about  the  bush, .to 
make  a  long  discovery  of  they  know  not  what* 
but  plainly  told  her  such  a  woman  by  name  bad 
stolen  her  things,  but  she  wou’d  make  her  return 
them  the  next  market-day,  before  all  the  people, 
sXh»s.she  did,  tor  the  woman  could  not  avoid. put« 
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(.  ^  nS  the  smock  on  over  her  cl  oaths,  and  so  a6- 

!  coutred  marched  through  the  croud  to  the  mar¬ 
ket-cross,  where  the  other  woman  was,  by  her 
direction  standing  to  receive  her,  dancing  all  the 
way,  and  singing  these  words  : — 

i,  J  sJ?,e  neighbour’s  milk-white  smock, 

VV  hiqh  I’ll  return  by  twelve  o’clock. 

j  By  and  such  like  exploits,  she  had  got 
si  name  far  and  near  for  being  a  canny  woman, 
or  a  woman  ©f  foresight,  so  that  her  words  were 
accounted  as  oracles  ;  nor  did  she  only  treat  with 
the  mean  and  private  persons,  but  was  consulted 
by  the  quality,  and  some  even  sent  to  her  400 
|  ml,es  for  advice  and  intelligence;  even  from  the 
court  of  Carnarvon  in  Wales,  and  from  Bruce  in 
Scotland,  had  she  messengers  to  know  of  her  the 
eventual  result  of  their  warlike  operations, 
j  When  she  was  about  thirty  years  old,  she  was 
j  taken  to  wife  by  one  Toby  Shipton,  a  rich  old 
j  Carpenter,  who  had  heard  of  her  fame,  as  a 
i,  tvitch.^  He  lived  in  the  north,  and  had  k  great 
\  estate  in  Scotland*  near  the  very  spot  where  the 
j  famous  battle  of  Bannockburn  was  fought  :  thi- 
/  ther  he  removed  with  his  wife,  and  had  a  dau^h* 

;  ter  whom  he  called  Peggy,  and  who  in  process 
ji  t*me  married  one  Ralpho,  a  rich  and  hospi- 
i  ,able  miller,  for  in  these  times  farmers  did  not 
F  keep  liveried  hounds  to  turn  the  ho-uSeless  ftranger 
1  from  the  door,  but  entertained  them  “  accord - 
i  ing  to  the  word.” 

The  chronicle  of  Melross,  the  place  of  their 
|  residence,  does  not  mention  very  particularly 
j  her  correspondence  with  the  quality  of  those 
times,  but  i elates  enough,  by  which  we  mav 
guess  she  was  much  caressed  by  the  clergy  of 
,  those  gothic  days.  . 

't  he  monks  of  Melross  particularly,  were  very 
j  attentive  to  her,  and  the  mi  «m -and  abbess  of  that 
j  place  placed  great  confidence  in  her  skill. 

I. 
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Mother  Sftipton  was  also  a  great  match-make*, 

thoLVil6  PnCUF-e  an  ,me.rview  for  any  one  with 
the  devil.  One  instance  in  particul.i/the  chro¬ 
nic  e  reports,  wherein  she  procured  the  a<re  Jy 

5®  devi1  to  Ket  a  poor  nun  with  child,  which, 
all  the  monks  of  the  monastry  could  not  do. 

Agatha,  foi^bat  was  her  name,  beinir  Gf  a 
melancholy  /empef,  was  one  day  sitting  in  * 
pensive  posture  by  the  side  of  a  river,  wlfen  ste 
was  accosted  by  the  devil  in  the  shape  of  a  hand! 

f°rae  y°unS  this  manner:  How  no * 

my  pretty  maid,  why  are  you  so  sad?  Does  any 
thing  trouble  you?  Discover  but  your  maiad« 
and  I  will  soon  ease  your  troubles  *  ** 

Agatha  not  thinking  of  the  devil,  took  him  for 
some  compassionate  mortal,  and  so  let  him  un¬ 
derstand,  that  her  great  wants  were  the  occasion  of 
her  troubles.  O,  said  the  infernal  counier  that 

s  a  grille  ;  for  if  you4ike  me,  I  will  l  yvo 
and  take  care  of  3ou.  This  is,  too  good ^ to  be 
true,  said  Agatha.  Meet  me  at  thfs  place  in 
morrow  morning,  said  he,  and  I  will  bea^mod" 
as  my  word.  To  this  Agatha  consented  "md 

?n'‘  thc  ^  punctual  as  she  was 

ItriJc  IT"*  10  f me  P‘?vid^  tv  lake  away  the' 
rule,  having  a  horse  with  a  pillion  ;  ami  with. 

ytm”re  words'  both  sides  were 

b?  md,,/re  S°Vip  ^,bi',J  <>»».■  Mtl  the  courser 
-  ^  of  the  Infernal  kind,  wanted  neither  whi* 

b“.Xr«hem  S<oiftia-  ‘l,e  inilBeili»wly 

aliSb»ng,  she  was  cohducred  huo  1 

wa,nh'a;,d  ,kh  *armenls  bring  b  ouX  £  s^ 

and  ^^wis  ^"Se'f  ln  ,h"n’  sbe’M 

W  h  rst!f  bein8  Phced  at  the  farther  enU 

-  .•»  tit  r.i  ’ 
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-„t  to  her  infernal  husband  ;  then  the  .thet 

Quests  Placed  th-selves  a^ey  pl-e^  ^ 

Having  dined,  they  ,  f  .  j  jj  tQOk  her 

»««  Of  ®'l«t.  she 

X'l  as'cold  as  ice,  without  any  genial 

warmth.  _  was  over,  he  told. 

.  After  this  action  of  the  ns  ov^ 

,hoe  «,mnahnVThe  Winds^  he 

"4hae  p 

was  stripped  of S  w0od.  therein 

sheSsaw”.chanot t  drawn .by  fl^“gin™fbTe 

C-ftoSt  and  in“n  instant  carried  rhrough 

,h^?SH2^ose^ 

was  -clr^i^^ 
the  ecclea.ast.os  “f  *?*' ?da^ro„, Tarried  a  rich ' 

PeunyS  wafwanton,  ’and  though  the 
miller  ,  but  Ve  £)  nQl  so  muGh  a.  reputed 

daughter  ®f  Knowledge  as  for  her  beauty, 

one  herself  for  net  Kno  b  nks  and  the 

Peggy  intrigued  bot  \ .  Jbourhood  .  in. this  sb« 
military  rafj)  ®  d  hy  the  almost  constant  ab- 
WaS  “fin husband,  whose  mill  Wing  at  acorv- 
Jfda able  distance  occupied  mure  of  his  attep.ton 
than  was  liked  by  his  amorous  spouse. 

Mother  fehipton  was  now 
_ _p  and  her  reputation  was  spread  tst  - 

if^he  north,  insomuch  that  spmtWg  ^  J»<* 
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was  the  least  of  her  occupation,  yet- at  times 
was  thus  employed.  It  was  so  she  was  busted 
when  a  disguised  messenger  came  to  her  front  the 
camp  of  Edward  the  First.  ‘  She  immediately 
cast  her  spell,  and  discovered  it  to  be' Longshanks 
himself  who  came  to  consult  with  Iter  uporvflis 
probability  of  succe  angainst  Sir  William  WH*  - 
lace,  the  champion  of  Scotland.  Like  tne  witch 
of  Endor,  she  beheld  the  king  rise,  with  hiti 
crown,  and  declaring  she  knew  him  to-be  bet 
lawful  liege,  unfolded  to-' his  eager  fancy  the  page 

of  destiny.  He  retired  satisfied,  and  none  were 
punished  during  his  reign  for  sorcery  or  witch* 

craft.  ;  ,  J 

The  people  of  those  times,  though  ruder  thaJt' 
the  present,  were  more  simple,  and  manners  ap*1* 
proached  nearer  to  nature  in  proportion  a*  refine* 
ment  was  removed.  The  gypsies,  a  s^t  of  pap* 
pie,  the  origin  of  whom  has  puzzled  the  wisest 
heads  IP  account  for,  were  then  in  the  Tae^ght  of 
their  fame.  Their  character  for  wandering** 
well  known,  but  in  former  times  these  and  pil* 
grims  were  the  only  newscarries  m  the’ world. 
The  following  true  story  will  give  some  bints  ot 
the  manners  of  those  times.  '  *  -I  *1 

When,the  ancient  castle  of  Rosebnrgbi  ©htW 

Scottish  border,  was  besieged  b.y  Edward  the  firiH 
surnameth  Longshanks,  and  tbc  brave  Sir  WilhftiA 
Wallace  defended  that  strong  place,  a  certani  ^ 
celebrated  monk  named  Melross  dwelt  at  the 
friars,  a  delightful  situation  in  the  angle  where 
the  Tweed  and  Tiviot  meet.  if 

He  was  esteemed  by  most  men  as  aholy.  monk* 
famed  for  learning,  and  skilled  in  magic.  The  , 
women  of  Tiviotdale  knew,  more  of  his  real  cha* 
tacter,  and  their- children, emphatically  could  call, 
him  J other.  As  he  officiated  daily  at  the  moha*« 
try  of  Kelso,,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  tl  e 
•wives  and  virgins  gladly  chose  him  for  their  con*. 
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fessor,  and  from  him  always  received  every  con¬ 
solation  they  could  require. 

Melross  was  a  merry  monk,  even  amidst  the 
desolating  war  which  wasted  his  country  .  Though- 
obliged  to  dedicate  some  of  his  time  to  devotions 
in  the  recluse  cloister — wore  he  spent  in  the  plea* 
sures  of  love.  The  nuns  could  not  count  them¬ 
selves  forlorn  when  he  was  theiT  father,  and  the 
dainty  dames  around  the  castle  for  ever  claimed 
his  kindness. 

On  days  of  unrestrained  festivity  he  frequently 
would  lay  aside  his  religion  with  his  habiliments* 

B-  wanton  wakes,  he .  was  well  knowrr 
ng  damsels.  A  bonny  lass,  a  boiled 
briming  bottle  of  rosy  wine,  were 
abroad.  He  had  talents  for  poetry 
hie  days,  and  the  virgins  attuned 
to  his  southing  strains.  Bv  all  the 
eil  beloved,  and  all  the  wives,  who 
him  for  confession,  reported  his 
prowess,  and  talked  of  his  consolations  in  the 
cell  Si 

Up  the  winding  course  of  the  Tiviot,  about  five 
miles  above  the  castle;  a  farmer  named-Ralpha, 
kept  a  water-mill,  a  few  furlongs  distant  from 
his  house,  bv  the  side  of  an  ample  forest.  All 
his  servant  men  were  gone  to  the  war  with  Wal* 
lace,  and  his  youthful  wife  Peggy,  about  half 
his  own  age,  sat  in  the  solitary  farm-house,  for 
any  thing- known  to  Ralpho,  aloDg  with  her  aged 
mother  Janet,  whora  all  the  world  believed,  to  be 
a  witch. 

.  It  happened  that  the  royal  heir,  of  England,, 
youthful  Edward,  having  with  his  friend  and  fa* 
vourite  been  out  on  the  chase  in  the  forest,  lost 
their  way,  being  benighted.  The  clack'  of  the 
“jnrll  they  heard  through  the  medium  of  the  cir¬ 
cling  stream,  and  that  led  them .I0k$a1pho,  whom 
they  found  merrily  singing  alone*  sitting  upeu-a. 
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5ack  of  meal  .  Tbeairwas  keen,  and  the  cold 
iionh  -wind  Mowed  between  the  three  cleft  hills. 
The* dusty  mill  proved  a  happy  asylum  to  the 
strangers,  and  they  joined  with  Ralpho  in  his 
song,  partook  of  his  homely  bannocks  of  barley 
meal,  and  pledged  him  in  a  cup  of  country  ale. 
The  prince  and  his  friend  assisted  Ralpho  in  lift¬ 
ing,  his  oates  to  the  hopper,  holding  the  sack  when 
he  measured  the  meal,  and  were  not  above  feed¬ 
ing  the  fire,  with  furze,  of  the  adjoining  kiln, 
to  warm  themselves.  J  o  * 

Gentle  strangers,  quoth  Ralpho,  I  would  not 
^ve  you  tarry  vwith^me  till  past  midnight,  but 
walk  on  a  little  English  mile  to  my  humble  ha¬ 
bitation,  and  carry  these  two  pokes  of  oatmeal  as  a 
token  to  my  Peggy  that  1  sent  you.  The  re.  in 
my  name  order  her  to  prepare  a  supper  suitable 
to  her  company,  and  there  rest  yourselves  in  a 
f“!  ?f  Pease  straw  till  the  sun  in  the  morn- 
home12  llse^°  Point  you  the  right  way  to  your 

Prince  Henry  bowed  to  the  honest  miller,  and 

thanking  him  for  his  kind  offer,  set  off  with  his 

&rr,Mfrd>  each  carrvin^ *  - 

fJThfy  quickly  reached  the  -farm-house,  but 
found  the  door  fastened,  and  though  the  prince 
knocked  impetuously,  the  miller’s  wife  would 
not  open,  to  them.  In  vain  Edward  remomtr^. 
ed,  tanked  of  the  bags,  and  the  cold  night :  Peggy 

i  d%T  r°  from  tie  window^ 

and  thus  she  addressed  the  strangers  : 

ou^  j  bave  a  husband,  1  account  .myself  a 
widow,  and  piy  mother  warns  me  to  beware  of 

EiLlish  ra  YoU  akre’  n°  doubt>  come  from  the 
Eryl.sh  camp  with  a  view  to  plunder.  1  well 

ZZIT.  C°Ury  bJ  y0Ur  ton8ues»  and  am  de- 
wibs‘and  your  wiles  wi*b  as  much 
good  will,  as  Wallace  does  the  English  king.— 
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Bat  to  shew  that  I  can  pity  your -distress,  if  it is 
,eal  retire  to  the  barn  behind  the  house,  a-nd 
there  sleep  with  the  gypsies;  twenty  of  whom 
have  taken  possession  of  the  straw,  and  are  sing 
ing  their  carrdls  as  merrily  as  so  many  kings  and 

Pr Staying,  Peggy  cast  out  >the  key ,  and  Kdr 
ward  with  his  friend  went  round  an^opened  tW 
barn-door.  To  enter  such  a  place  filled  with  so 
vociferous  a  company  required  no  ^all  reso^u  ? 
tion,  and  tried  the  courage  of  young  Carnarvon. 
With  his  attendant  he  joined  in  the  general  joyv 
and  ascended  a  pile  of  straw  on  the  side  next  the 

^'The  roval  vouth  and  his  fellow  adventurer 
went  to  work,  in  order  to  make  up  a  comfortable 
bed  for  the  night,  and  as  they  removed  some 
bundles  of  the  straw  perceived  an  aperture  in  th< 
wall,  Which  admitted  a  dim  light  from  two ^can¬ 
dles  on  a  table  in  the  house.  . 1  kis  disclosed  a 
scene  new  and  uncommon  to  a  prince  and  courtiei . 

The  gypsies  were  huddled  together,  male  and 
female  embracing  each  other  in  all  the  trans¬ 
ports  of  love*  One,  called  the 
with  his  consort  the  queen,  and  the  whole  mock 
royal  family — after  the  fashion  of  thetr  superiors^ 
Edward  and  his  friend  were  both  about  to  lan^» 
as  the  tale  relates  but  were  drawn  to >  observe  on 
the  other  pde  such  scenes,  as  sunk  all  the 

looked  steadily  «W» 
the*  hole  in  the  wall,  and  soon  saw  Peggy,  the 
wife  of  Ralpho,  cover  the  .iable  "\a 1 
chamber.  The  plates,  knives,  and  forks,  ytwe 
placed  in  order,  and  presently  a  couple  of 
Lds  on  a  wooden  dish  were  fc^ught  m  bjrth* 
old  mother;  whose  distaff  stuck 
whose  eyes  were  red  as  roses, 

wrihkledl  and  whose  hands  were  withered.' ^Otheii 


t  u  > 

delisious  viands  were  placed  on  the  table,  and  tvf4 
bottles  of  ted  Wine  set  on  a  sideboard.  . 

Before  the  royal  Granger  could  well  wish  But 
What  he  beheld,  Melross  the  monk,  the  devout 
religious  Melross  himself,  led  in  the  young  nasi 
tress  of  the  bouse,  ItSssing  her  alf  the  Wats 
When -they  reached  the  table  the  monk  proceed* 
ed  to  sing  grace  as  follows  : 

,  '  *  --  ’  ■  *  :  L  *  <  *  *  ■  ' ■  *  *  ~  # 

Give  me  kisses,  and  stiff*  eoch^Uehy in  Lent, 

And  more  money,  to  borrow  whentntne  wall  spent* 

With  a  dame  dear  and  dainty  to  dine;  * 

Then  on  Cheviot’s-high  hill,  and  the  fam'd  Howtffc 
ham  law,  ;  ; 

For  English  invasion  I  care  not  a  straw j  J : 

O’er  a  horn  of  the  blood  of  the  vine*  •  :  »> 

.  •  /  r:f  J  f*  k>  •  £.#  «  ed  t  ' 

Thus  we  monks  with  the  wives  can  be  merry,  yeti 
•  8C€ji  \  1  ■''!  ,  v,.':  «  :  *■  -  ■  *  ■  ^  ^ 

Nor  for  Bruce,  nor  for  Baliol,  nor  Carnarvon  car* 

Nor  for  Ned,  nor  renowned  Wallace  Wight;  w- 
Though  in  cells  ’neath  the  Tiyiot  at  matins,  t< 

In  dull  dreary  devotion  to  dwell,  all  the  day,  » ... 

Yet  in  dalliance  1*11  deal  all  the  night. 

Melross  thtts  sang,  and  expiring  tn.e,‘  Vy?j^ 
beauties  of  die  wanton  wife,  tumbled  hdr  upb 
a  sack  of  Wcfol,  which  served  as  a  bench  at  the 
replenished  board ,  and  was  about  to  .proceed  to, 
dalliance  indeed,  when  Ralpho’s  loud  kncjij 
at  the  ddpr  Alarmed  the  levers,  and  maiied  the 
amusements.  '  -  ■ 

The  old  Mother  SJiipton,  though  reputetT*, 
witch ,  was  hot  wise  enough,  when  she  watpie 
to  foresee  the  sudden  coining  of  her  son -in-taw, 
the  mitler.  She  ran  into  the  room  before  t&f  J 

*  Strong  Broth* 

B 


<  M  ^ 

fionkpould  adjust  his  lower  weeds,  and  whilst* 
er  daughter  lay  bare,  and  exposed  on  the  wool¬ 
sack.  But  to  the  old  hag  the  sight  was  not  so 
diverting,  because  not  new,  as  improved  to  the 
priocewho  peeped,  with  his  companions  in  the 
barn,  and  had  ample  time  to  satisfy  his  curious 
pyes  before  Peggy’s  jpetticaats  were  .properly  re¬ 
placed. 

Confusion  now  prevailed  amidst  the  parties, 
•while  honest  unsuspecting  JRalpho  continued 
knocking  and  crying  aloud.  The  bleak  blasts 
urged  him  to  be  impetuous— but. he,  .poor  man, 
Aiust  have  patience  till  the  monk  is  closetted, 
the  viands  and  bottles  laid  aside,  and  the  candles 
put  out.  O  Edward,  thou  and  thy.courtly  com- 
panion  no  more  can  pry  into  people’s  secrets. 
Even  the  gypsies  are  quite  obscured  in  darkness, 
Idke  Solomon,  king  of  Israel,  thou  mayest  kiss. 
Pharaoh’s  daughter,  if  thou  canst  find  her  out 
amidst  her  companions,  but  no  more  feast  thy 
eyes  on  the  amorous  .monk  as  playing  with  the 
wanton  wife. 

At  length "Ralpho  is  let  in  by  the  old  woman, 
who  protests  that  she  and  Peggy  had  both  been  in 
bed  above  two  hours.  The  miller  inquired  after 
the  two  strangers,  and  wondered  they  were  not 
at  supped.  Where  are  the  two  English  gentle¬ 
men  ?  exclaimed  Hal  pho. — Gentlemen  !  retorted 
Peggy,  in  a  hind  of  passion,  J  ;took  the  two 
youths  that  knocked  at  the  door  near  two  hours 
ago,  to  be  a  couple  of  gypsies,  so  I  packed  them 
into  the^barn  to  keep  company  with  their  king,, 
queen,  .and  all  the  royal  family.  Did  not  I  send 
the  pokes  as  tokens,  that  they  were  my  friends  ? 
replied  the  husband.— Truly  they  talked  some¬ 
thing  about  tokens,  said  the  wife,  but  you  know 
the  gypsies  are  never  without  some  passport  pr 
Hthcf ,  Thieves  are  now  every  where  about,  and 


made  up  of  plunderers'. 

Why  caused  you  not  your  mother  to  cast  het^ 
spells,  and  inform-  you  who  the  gentlemen  really 
were  ?  said  the  miller.— She  did  so,  saidPeggy, 
and  found  by  her  familiar  that  they  were  nothing 
but  gypsies.  -  •  „ 

I  do  not-  believe  anvord  which  the  witches  say# 
replied  Ralpho,  but  will  immediately  go  round 
and  bring'  them  into  the  house  ;  and  see,  wife* 
that  you  mean-while  put  on  your  most  pleasant 
looks,  and*  banish  these-  frowns  from  your  faeo- 
before  I  come  back.  . 

Ralpho  went  out  to  the  barn,  and  loudly  called' 
to  the  gentlemen,  who  at  that  instant  were  busily 
peeping  through’  the  aperture  at  P eggy  >  and  th* 
old  woman  her  mother,  who  we  re-re  visiting  monk 
Melross  in  the  closet. 

The  monk,  regardless  of  the  old  woman’  s  war¬ 
ning,  unmindful  of  his  perilous  situation  instead 
of  being  a  fugitive,  discovered  himself  to  be  3 
cock  of  the  game.  Courtship  and  ceremony  apart* 
there  is  no. time  to  idle  away;  present  pleasure 
must  be  pursued,  though*  purgatory  and  hell 
should  follow;  .  . 

Melross  took  Peggy  by  the  hand,  and  desiring 
her  mother  to  cast  a  spell,  what  she  caused  to  ap¬ 
pear  seemed  marvelous  in  the  monk’s  eyes.  He 
vowed  that  the.  monastery  of -Melross  could  not 
produce  so  ’emphatic  and  faircinating  a  scene,  not 
even  were  all  the  dainty  nuns  of the  cloysters  pre¬ 
sent  at  the- incantation.  -  a  ’ 

The  monk  and  Peggy,  pleased  with  the  delight* 
fill  visions  of  love;  were  about  tp  renew  theit 
amusement,*  when  the  husband  returned  and  dis* 
concerted  their  project.  The  candle  was  instantly- 
extinguished;  and  Peggy  was  obliged  to  leave  her 
mother  to  manage  the  monk.  The  miller  was  now 
in  a  violent  rage,'  declaring,  that  his  wife  should 

/  B  9-  ..  m  v...t 


'  (  ) 

not  know,  for  at  least  a  fortnight,  what  dueben** 
volence  was.  You  base-born  harlot,  exclaimed 
Ralpho  in  a  rage,  you  have  sent  empty  away  my 
two  good  friends,  who  might  have  beep  the  mu* 

king  of  me,  in  recommending  my  mill  to  king  ^ 

Edward,  whose  people  they  certainly  arc.  Give 
me  a  light  that  I  may  search  all  the  out-houses* 
for  I  dare  say  the  gypsies  would  not  let  them  lie 
in  the  barn.  ",  ^ 

Peggy,  obedient  to  her  husband,. ran  backward 
for  a  light,  and  found  Mother  Shipton  her  mother 
pulling  the  monk’s  monstrous  cowl  over  a  certain 
place,  which  is  not  so  needful  to  name  as  to  prop 
ceed  in  the  story  '  • 

.  Monks  and  hiilitary  men  were  most  agreeable 
to  the  women  of  the  thirteenth  century;  ecclesias» 
tical  power  was  then  at  its  zenith,  and  heroism 
had  gained  the  summit.  Knight-errants,  built  - 
all  their  fame  in  protecting  the  fair,  and  monks 
were  men  who  generally  came  in  for  more  than 
their  share  of  the  profit  and  pleasurevwithout  any 
pretentions  for  protecting  them,  except  from  hell 
or  purgatory.  *  ,  ,  ,  ... 

Peggy,  the  wanton,  wife  of  Ralpho  the  mmetfc 
beheld  the  withered  hag  her  mother,  holding  Mk 
iter  hand  the  magic  wand  of  the  soothsayer,  while 
fyer  husband  waited  impatiently  for  the  c  and  lei 
Peggy’s  breast  now  boiled  with  all  the  furious  of 
jealousy,  but  durst  not  give  vent  to  her  passion,? 
she  put  out  the  candle,  however,  and  dispatched 
her  with  the  taper  to*  Ralpho*  who  lighted  it  at 
the  fire  in  the  fore-roopi>  and  went  round  to  the 
barn. 

The  chronicles  of  monk  Melross  mention  not 
what  was  done  in  the  dark,  during  the  time  of 
Ralpho’s  absence;  they  record  that  Peggy;  though 
highly  displeased  with  the  motions  of  her  mother* 

<  affirm,  that  at  the  same  critical  moment  Peggy 
was  put  in  a  fair  way  of  being  made  a  mother  by 
the  monk*  The  scene  was  shut  from  the  sight 


(  If  ))  m 

of  ’the  tweadventurers,  and  as  they  could  no  longer 
vjndulge  their  keen  curiosity  without  a  discovery, 

;  'lheycSr^-°Wn  a™ldst  the  straw,  and  appeared  To 

tL  mS  mi,ler  to  be  ^  ^  ^und  sleep.  - 
-  They  quickly  arose  at  bis  call,  and  with  him  > 

went  round  to  the  house,  where  they  found  Peggy 
and  her  mother  sitting  close  by  the  fire,  the^l 

wfnX«le?^°y,ng  hCr  distaff’  and  the  young  one 
winding  - the  yarn  on  a  reel;  both  appearinff  per- 

feftly  easy  in  their  situation*.  ^  8  P 

noftn^ln.3"16*  c,ried,,RalPhoi  Putoiv-the great 
pot  and  kill  a  couple  of  fine  fat  capons,  to  enter- 
tain  these  worthy  English  gentleman,  ^ho  I  dare 
say,  ate  now  almost  famished  for  want— Be  quick, 

SeSk  oiTdder  the7  tave  been  in  forest  of  ' 
oejkirk  all  day,  and  the  cold  nipping  air  from 

Tweed  and  Tiviot  soon  create  an  appetite  to  X 

most  delicate.  Get  the  fowls  dressedyand  let  me  * 

and  yourmother  boil  the  bacon  and  greens.  Why 

o  you  not  make  haste;  dame?-— the  strangers,  Iwar- 

a,re  Sta,rvin^‘  Get  them  a  shieve  of  cheese 
and  a  bannok,  for  we  have  no  wheat- bread  in  the 

.tT  r  "  P°d  sauce>  “  the  old  "sav!  • 
Jygfare‘.  d  heS?nt  Cmen  must  excuse  our  home. 

.imefsT Ieng“h1dfursebToi^ouS,i!e'U  * 

nrt  «^e.^0U  ' R  a*  ^reanl >  husband.  Of  are  you  dis.  - 
posed  to  pu  t  ou  one  of  your  odd  aire,  as  usull 
to  teaze  and  torment  a  poor  Znm'n<r  j*  , Usa^  *  ' 

Who  eve, . tasting, ystr^’hK^^t^r^ 

v  may  well  seem  surprized,  gentlemen* 

aTKflt°e:e™ladrfthema“'de^  ' 

capons*  he 

capons,  heaven  knows  best*  for  th*  chu; 

SffiKEStrsi 

Wka,  capons,  chickens, 


#  IS  ) 

•  1  *  • 

,  .  k  what  between. W aUaee 

in  their  net.  I  aJV  !l  «L hlnks  and  hia-d«w»  we 

and  his  army.  and  Longsh^  *  bannocks.and 

have  nothing  left  bu  -  pottage,  crowd  te» 

about  half  a  bow 1  of  oatmeal  for  pm 

and  cakes.  I  will  put  on  P  L  g  fPbrose  if  they: 

and  make  the  strangers  *  noggin 

can  eat  such  food.  replied  prince 

Edward 
thing  else 

dame!  „Welwrew«d?ourho  spitality. 
hut  Will  amply  rewai  7  vn\\e&  out  a  purse. 

Here  the  ■  g*n«°u8.P,v1 “Ct£“  old  woman,  Mo- 

and  held  it  up  to  Pegk .  :  outher  withered  hand 

when  she  supped  with  the  king  a  « 
and  mind.the  old  song: 

But  let  them  have  some  vtands  good. 

Without  ado  or  clutter,  ■  r 

■  Well  sung,.  fttmer  Ralpho  «ied  Clifford 

jSSSSSSS&fi***  "•  "i”  ** 


place  and  our  residence  is,  and  reflect  withall  on 
what  we  felt  of  the  inclemency  o.f  the  night,  1  who 
am  not  unskilled  in  magic,  will  endeavour  to  pro¬ 
vide  h  couple  of  capons,  ready  toasted,  and  that 
will  save  our  hostess  the  trouble  which  she  appears 
to  decline.  N 

Marry  and  amen,  said  Ralpho,  crossing  himself. 
I  should  like  to  sup  with  you.  with  all  my  heart 
and  soul,  but  wish  not  to  sell  either  of  them  to, 
the  devil.  ' 

“ Our  father  which  wert  heaven!”  exclaimed 
Mother  Shipton, — Mercy  upon  its!  you  make  me 
so  tremble  and  quake. — All  the  world  will  say  the 
thing  was  of  my  doing,  seeing  I  deal  with  the 
devil.  •  i . 

O,  dear  gentleman,  cried  the  wanton  wife,  you 
make  me  miscarry!  for  I  am  sure  I  have  not  been 
long  going  with  young  Ralpho. 

Never  fear,  cried  lord  Clifford  :  my  familiar  is 
no  fiend,  but  a  sprite  of  an  amiable  turn.  At  my 
command  he  will  waft  me  any  dainty  dish  I  men¬ 
tion,  from  the  table  of  any  king  on  the  continent 
or  engaged  in  war  with  the  infidels.  * 

For  heaven's  sake,  cried  old  Mother  Shipton, 
have  nothing  to  do  with  Old  Nick !  I  have  had 

something.  A  long  while,  indeed,  he  pretended 

to  be  my  friend;  but  wh$n  he  set  me  a  task  to 
make  ropes  of  sand  by  the  Side  of  Tweed,  because 
I  could  not  perform  it,  would  you  think  it,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  he  put  a  hot  boiling  egg  under  each  of  my 
iarm  pits,  tied  down  my  arms,  and  sent  me  how¬ 
ling  to  the  top  of  the  high  hill  upon  my  broom.- 
Never  mind,  mother,  cried  Ralpho:  I  like  a 
little  sport,  if  it  is  only  with  the  old  one.  Let  us 
have  something  niceior  supper,  for  l  am  wonder- 
ous  sharp,  having  worked  hard  at  the  mill  all 
day.  9  x 

Clifford  proceeded  now  to  his  pretended  conju¬ 
ration,  by  drawing  circles,  and  repeating  certain 
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“hard  words,  no  more  understood  by  liimself-thim 
the  miller’s  mother-  in-  law;  who  appeared,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  all  attention#  as  he  solemnly  sung  the 
following,  lines:  - 

Thrice  tow,  row,  row,  and  ding,  ding,  dong!  ' 

Ye  witches,  in  your  midnight  Song, 

Dance  beneath  the  craigs  of  Tiviot; 

Fly  up,  and  gain  the  top  of  Cheviot 

And,  with  the  rooks  and  croaking  raven^  -  , 

Spy  the  rocks  around  the  havens 
Bring  . your  bats,  your  hawks,  and  bells*  , 
Screech-owls,  and  your  magic  spells: 

Charm  the  magpies  of  the  wood. 

In  language  little  understood. 

Croak!  Croak!  croak!— high,  low,; in  howls,-. 

Till  forth  come  two  fat  roasted  fowls: 

Good  greens  and  bacon  also  bring. 

Fast  from  the  table  of  the  kingv 
Let  be  the  viands  fat  and  tine, — 

And  when  I  call  again— fetch  wine; 

Red  rosy  wine,  to  erown  our  board, 

The  best  that  France  could  e’er  afford.  - 

Straight,  all  ye  sprites,  begin  your  play; - 

Ding,  ding,  dong,  dong  come,  come  away  !  - 

Prince  Edward  appeared  highly  pleased  with 
the  device  of  his  favourite,  the  tendency  of  which 
he  foresaw*  Clifford  seemed  as  serious  as  a. monk 
when  confessing  a  harlot;  Mother  Shipton  rolled 
her  red  eyes,  and  looked  like  areal  witch  indeed; 
peggy  sighed  and  sobbed  in  the  chimney-corner-; 
and  Hal pho -rubbed  his  hands,  in  token  of  appro- 
|  bation  and  impatience.  A  few  saange  words  clo¬ 
sed  the  spell,  and  the  conjuang  courtier  bade  Kal- 
|f  pho  go  back  to  the  pantry,  and  bring  forth  the 

!;  dainties.  ,  ,  - ,  .  . - 

1,1  Not  I  alone,  Sir!  exclaimed  the  miller,  in  amaze¬ 
ment;  for  should  the  devil  himself  be  there,  wlttt 


Shi^T.0f  p00r  «-  -I  WongtHg 

mingran^*r’of°"“>Xce"cTn<fh  Eiwar6‘ assu* 

afraid  to  go,  with  vou^ButV  ^,am  not  mysdf 
the  occasion,  exclaimed  CJ^£rl W  n°  ig^  °a 

**  to per’ish  wkhh^;rC^ the^w!’  f  a\n  rea* 
are  come  by  mv  k?Zj  \  J.  *l®tu<rfs  already 

■»asj£&«sMs»£ 

^mar±"rlht ‘° ,he  c0Qrt 

prince  backward  t^theplacebr*0  ve”ture"  "'itli  th«- 1 

Were  going,  he  swofe  £  if  TS6f  •  and.aether  I 
the  capons.  e  ““  he  *'«»#  could  smell  j 

coferedhinhtho  ddrh  ‘ ‘"atmal^r  ***  .uble  was 
Mars  through  a  wm!ti’„V-  Kllm««ftng  of  the 
'Hem.  &V2SS&&&  ‘HeHght&or^ 

closet,  K:SSe  r“»"ect  X 

ran  ba<*  to  the  kitchen^  ^Tlif^  ^  ^i!1  J 
^ere  but  tittle  alarmed  *  as  thi?0™??*!  boareW 
RalpWs  devil  was  better.  tS  jj  ©2* 

tVlTj  ?*'"«  11'0 

earry  out  the  table  wS  Z  htped  Prmce  to 

dainties  which  Peggy  h^doTen^9^  T*th  aj|  the 
Paramour.  AssJ?n  as  thl?t  f  f°r  ber  dev°'*' 
furnished  hoard  Clifford**  if  had  Presented  the  ! 

corned;:  *  ■  Chfford»  way  of  grace  W  !. 

Each  round  therfuble  take  your  seat  ! 

Consider  this  a  generous  tifcat  *  > 

These  capons  of  delicious  | 

C  rge  us  to  thank  Heav’n  for  iWo  e  fil 

‘  W1  '0.  «ad  straitxut  up  the.  bitds..  1 


\  Mother  Shipton  remjjned  ^!"^  pe^y  to® 

1  ner  playing  with  her  roc  ^  tb*  larger  por- 

It ’still  by  tHeh«,Wso»lloWef6a8t.  Ralpho 
tion  for  the  vMllmfi P*r  “*  bu.,  when  he  tasted _  one 

at  the  first wa,ta«hershy  bn6clf  tQ  ,  leg  w.thou, 

of  the  wings,  be  neipc  , 

ceremony*  rUfford  ate  heartily,  and  askea 

The  prince  and  C  uefore  enjoyed  such* 
the  miller',  when  he  1“*  ,  Rjipho,  since  the  day 
nice  repast?  Never,  replied  Kalpn  ,  tb» 

that  lovely  Peggy »f 
monk  Melross,  ^  manor,_  his  fair  daughters, 
then  the  lord  of  the  y0lMlg  men  and  mat- 

the  same  monk,  an  *b  ted  to.  the  festlv.V 

dens  of  Ihviotdaie^contno  f  us  With 

I  wish  that  the  women  ^  Fdward.  1 

their  company  at  tab! of  the  monas* 
tenr  were  here  they  would  have  no  °bJ®^  lighten  " 

Sis  divine  and  such 

Tway  all  evil  Uke  to^e  Melrose 

like  creatures,  would  y 

miller?  .  renlied  Ralpho,  wiping b» 

Truly,  your  honor,  rep  :n2  up  a  horn  of 

mouth  lith  o«  haudnand  6^  Jer  see  a  hot? 

small  ale  with  the °^Je  ,vhU'h  you 

tie  or  two  of  the  r  . y  continued  the  mi  » 

Tanker  co° P,  . 

l°hi.eC  an  the  holy  uiao  from  hts  celestta! 
in  the  Friars.  replied  CMord,  w  e  wil> 

First,  honest  Ralpho,  P  ^  women  will  not 
have  the  »'-«Jdh^  l'!vW  send  foe  Melross 
pledge  us  in  a. full  hon  .  j 

to  make  them.  .  moti6n  foMhb  wine 

^V2CSt~3tisaU 


:~n 


boutrf  red  wMioT  ‘°  theiitcl«»  „ 
ross’s  n-J>t,  Wlne  which  were  prepared  for  Mel- 

s»^iS-H”rs~ 

C^S.’  ind>  “  he  ^OUght, 

SrfcSSs: 

have  known  more  than  he  mentioned^ ‘p“ ^T' 

sas«r4 

proper  person.  PP  nCe  of  Atek  oss«in  his 

you  myself,  and  call  S,„n X  friend  ,T  a“end 

the  monk.that  momeiiu  }  <  d  °  Pradut' 
the  fat7o?  ioy S  aodatdhebeM  pr°mi^  P«donwone 

ton.humourS'thJ tot 5 “'^mnan  Mother  Ship. 
’•^arcL  tliminrK  *i  •Kaipho  alone  was back- 

p^t^ 

»«e  of.aoothef  tottlfor  two  °Se<  “*  pr°- 

V#  « 


As  Clifford  went' behind  the 

Tines'fn  tTollow  ^.’’aodwS  the  most  ^ 
solemnity. 

?:-.e.KSi2£«‘ 

Seize  Melross,  and  him  hither  ormg 
Through  tether  safe  upon  your  wing. 

>Tis  done,  and  here’s  the  holy  man. 

Peggy,  deny  him  if  you  can.  ; 

Ralpho  again  ran  ' °“t" ih  ^table^nd^e  h"m 
^ed  ott’winVVhic'be’.as  about  to 

OT  Mercy  upon  me,  “Y'wt^d  pVot'^by^ “iht 
that  you  had  dealings  w  •.  ether  you  are  flesh, and 

see  continued  Ralpho,  wli  Here  is  a 

blood,  or  only  thd  g  ,  *me(j  Clifford,  giving  it 
tough  bate  P'“'  ?v\ther  be  can  tear  it  upon 
to  the  miller,  try  if  be  cries  out.  then, 

his  back  and  shoulders,  and  if  he  ertes  on  , 

be^,h^e"m:!P;o|^o.  rf  I  have  nora 

“hydhe°wiUy fly  away  wlth  me  to  the  L°rd  f 

tZWSSSXSfa  wW  HeU* 

deH  %alPho°  ^  S earnest,  laid  on  Instate 
Here  Ralpho,  J?  monk  streamed  out,  the  ( 

priace*  laughed,6 and  Clifford  cried  well  done  mil- 
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Jer !  the  monk  must  have  a  hearty  beating  to  atone 
for  his  sins  ! 

Peggy  and  Mother  Shipton,  who  at  the  fiat  of 
Clifford  were  gone  backwards  for  the  wine,  hear- 
ing  the  alarm  of  the  monk,  broke  two  bottles  irt 
their  haste,  and  then  howled  in  concert.  This 
drew  the  immediate  attention  of  the  prince  and 
Clifford,  who  ran  in  to  see  what  had  caused  the. 
disaster  to  the  women.  Ralpho  followed,  and 
the  monk  took  the  favourable  opportunity  to  run 
off  during  their  absence. 

The  repository  of  Peggy’s  wine  was  a  little  snug 
concealment  in  the  wall,  between  the  house  and 
the  barn  so  artfully  contrived,  that  Ralpho  had  ne¬ 
ver  seen  it  before;  but  now  the  place, was  open  to 
his  observation,  and  well  filled  it  "was  with* 


wine. 


Clifford  seeing  the  miller  much  marvelling  at 
the  sight,  with  great  presence  of  mind  exclaimed; 
See,  honest  Ralpho,  what  my  familiar  has  brought 
you.  Marry,  and  mercy  upon  me,  replied  the: 
miller,  and  1  have  unhappily  been  beating  our 
best  benefactor. 

Come,  honest  friends,  cried  the  prince,  it  is 
now  too  late  for  us  strangers  (who  must  in  the 
morning  at  bay  break  be  at  camp)  to  go  to  bed: 
even  let  us  make  a  merry  night  of  it,  and  each 
take  a  bottle  to  the  board  by  the  fire. 

1  o  this  all  the  company  agreed,  and  the  flow¬ 
ing  bumper  went  round  till  cock-crowing  in  the 
morning  6 


Some  Prophecies  of  Mother  Shipton  relatin'*  t$ 
former  Times . 


other  times,  when  persons  of  quality 
phedes:  V1SU  ^  ^  ddlvered  the  lowing  pr*- 

C 
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Before  Ouse-bridge  and  Trinity  church  meet, 
they  shall  build  it  by  day  and  it  shall  fall  by  night, 
until  they  get  the  uppermost  stone  of  Tri¬ 
nity  church  to  be  the  first  stone  of  Ouse- 
bridge. 

This  came  to  pass, for  Trinity  church  in  York 
was  blown  down  by  a  tempest  and  Ouse-bridge 
carried  away  by  a  rapid  flood,  and  what  they  re¬ 
paired  by  day  fell  down  by  night,  until  at  last 
they  laid  the  highest  stone  of  the  church  as  the 
foundation  of  the  bridge. 


Second  Prophecy. 

A  time  shall  come,  when  a  ship  will  come 
sailing  up  the  thames,.ti!l  it  is  opposite  London, 
and  the  master  of  the  ship  asks  the  captain  why 
he  wept  so  very  much  since  he  had  made  so  good 
a  voyage?  And  he  shall  say,  Ah!  what  a  great 
city  was  this,  none  in  all  the  world  com¬ 
parable  to  it  and  now  there  is  scarce  a  house 
left. 


’ll 


Explanation. 

These .  words  were  verified  after  the  dreadful 
fire  of  London  in  1666,  not  one  house  being  left 
on  the  Thames  side  from  the  Tower  to  the 
Temple. 

Her  Prophecies  to  the  Abbot  of  Beverly 

The  Abbot  of  Beverly,  giving  her  a  visit,  told 
her,  as  he  had  found  many  of  her  predictions  true 
so  he  was  persuaded  she  was  not  ignorant  of  what 
vrds  to  ensue;  and  so  requested  her  to  impart  some 
of  her  knowledge  to  him,  for  which  favour  he 


'^1 
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N» 

should  neither  want  a  tongue  or  a  heart  to  make 
a  return.  v 

Mr.  Abbot,  said  she,  do  leave  off  complimen¬ 
ting.  1  am  an  old  woman,  who  will  neither  flat¬ 
ter  nor  be  flattered  by  any,  yet,  shall  answer  your 
desire'as  soon  as  may  be;  and  so  in  some  mystical 
verses  discovered  to  him  the  vast  accidents  which 
happened  fyom  that  time  to  this,  as  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  explanation  will  soon  appear; 

When  the  cow  does  ride  the  bull. 

Then  priest  beware  thy  scull.- 

By  the  cow  was  meant  Henry  the  VITIth,  who 
gave  the  cow  in  his  arms  as  earl  of  Richmond^ 
and  the  bull  betokens  A  nna  Bullen,  not  only  as 
the  first  syllable  of  her  name,  but  because  her 
father  gave  a  bull’s  head  in  the  crest.  And 
immediately  after  the  dissolution  of  monasteries 
and  Romish  priests  took  place. 

For  a  sweet  pious  prince  make  room. 

And  in  each  kirk  prepare  a  broom. 

This  means  king  Edward  the  Vlth,  when  the 
Protestant  religion  was  established,  and  the  Po¬ 
pish  religion  entirely  abolished;  the  old  Popish 
superstition  swept  out  of  the  kirk,  an  old  word  used 
in  Scotland  for  the  church. 

In  some  otherlines  she  deciphers  Queen  Mary, 
and  calls  her  Alecto,  the  same  as  one  of  the  furies, 
on  account  of  her  cruelty  to  the  Protestants, 
«f  whom  gieaf  numbers  died  in  Smithfield. 

v 

A  maiden  queen  full  many  a  year. 

Shall  England’s  warlike  sceptre  bear.- 

G  2 
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Spoken  of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  was  beloved 
by  her  subjects,  and  dreaded  by  her  enemies 
above  forty  years. 


The  western  monarch’s  wooden  horses 
Shall  be  destroyed  by  Drake’s  forces. 

The  king  of  Spain’s  mighty  armada  in  1588, 
destroyed  by  the  English  fleet. 

The  northern  lion  o’er  the  Tweed, 

The  maiden  queen  shall  next  succeed, 

And  join  in  one  two  mighty  states. 

Then  shall  Janus  shut  his  gates. 

This  relates  to  king  James,  who  having  been 
many  years  kingof  Scotland,  the  crown  of  England 
by  queen  Elizabeth’s  death,  fell  to  him,  where¬ 
upon  he  came  over  the  Tweed  to  take  up  his  re¬ 
sidence  here,  and  so  joined  the  two  old  kingdoms 
under  one  government. — As  for  Janus  shutting  up 
his  gates,  you  must  know  Janus  was  one  of  the 
heathen  gods,  whose  gates  were  never  shut  but  in 
time  of  peace;  alluding  unto  which  our  pro¬ 
phetess  declares  the  peaceful  and  quiet  reign  of 
king  Jarpes. 

Forth  from,  the  north  mischief  blew. 

And  English  Hob  shall  add  thereto.. 

Mars  shall  rage  as  he  was.  wont. 

And  earth  shall  darken’d  be  with  blood. 

This  relates  to  our  civil  wars 

jBut  what  next  ?  O  cruel  fate  ! 

A  king  made  martyr  at  his  gajte. 
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Tli i s  means  the  wicked  and  execrable  murder 
of  k.  Charles  1. 

t 

The  just  king  dead,  the  wolf  shall  then 
With  blood  usurp  the  lion’s  den, 

Confusion  shall  awhile  bear  sway. 

But  death  shall  snatch  him  hence  away,. 

Then  fate  to  England  shall  restore 
A  king  to  reign  as  heretofore. 

Who  mercy  and  judgment  likewise 
ShSll  in. his  empire  exercise.. 

These  prophecies  we  have  seen  fulfilled  by 
Cromwell  s  usurpation,  the  committing  of  ereat' 

ChaHes°the  II  **  rairaculous  restoration  of 

Triumphant  death  rides  London  thro’,. 

And  men  on  tops  of  houses  go.. 

i«rT-hetfrSt  lme,Points  to  the  great  sickness  in?:  ' 
160a,  the  second  to  the  dreadful  fire  in  the  fol— ' 
lowing  year* 

The  north  shall  rue  it  wonderous  sore,. 

But  the  south  shall  rue  it  ever  more.. 

#  t 

&.■»•  *"' """ 

or  TawcVnafLa,man  make  a  house  of  a  bower,  land. 
Shall  hf  ’  ?  ^enty-°ne  years;  but  afterwards  it 

he  rhaint"L  7heSt°fCa(in-  «0t  women; 
ea  “"j  ‘hat  one  w*(man  shall  ray  unti. 
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another,  Mother!  Mother!  I  have  seen  a  man 
to  day.— For  one  man  there  shall  be  a  thousand 

women. 

Unhappy  he  who  lives  to  see  these  days. 

But  happy  are  the  dead,  old  Shipton  says  ; 

Let  this  suffice,  the  night  comes  on, 

You  must  depart,  and  I  be  gone. 

Having  thus  said,  Mother  Shipton  arose,  and 
the  Abbot  departed. 

Another  of  her  Prophecies . 

The  lily  shall  remain  in  a  merry  world,  and 
AM  be  moved  against  the  seed  of  her  country 
■with  a  number  of  ships.  Then  shall  come  uie 
Ton  of  man  whose  kingdom  is  in  the  land  of  the 

waters  'and  com^to  the^lar^  of  the'honfiooUng 

«„t  for  help  of  the  beast  ofhis  country;  and  an- 

castle  of  the  Thames  and Uhe« ^halUse  battles 
j  among  many  klI}Sd?™'  JdliWKJ.  shall  lose 
W  WUh  than  dbe‘ Clowned  the  son  of 
'  „  K  W  And  in  the  fourth  year  shall  be 

»a"y  battle's  for  the  the 

rvith  the  P^'.lnd  there  shall  be 

pfenP,;  Of  ftnul;  and  then  he  shall  go  unto  the 

laThutmous-old  woman  continuedforsev.ia. 
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own  death,  which  happened  exactly  at  the  dayr 
and  hour  she  had  predicted.—' The  mouldering 
hand  of  time  has  destroyed  whatever  monument 
may  have  been  erected  to  her  memory,  but  an  ex¬ 
act  figure  of  her  is  still  to  be  seen  in  the  curiosity 
house  at  stepney,  where  our  readers  are  referred 
for  further  anecdotes  of  this  female  sage  of  fortune 
telling  memory. 


FINIS. 


AN  ACCOUNT 


fr-x 


OF  THE. 

SPANISH  BIRD  HERMIT,, 

IN  MONTSERRAT  HERMITAGE.. 


-  'The  mountain  of  Montserrat  is  situate  in  Cata¬ 
lonia,  and  has  many  hermitages  dispersed  about 
the  higher  parts. 

Mr.  Thicknesse,  whose  travels  have  afforded 
the  public  much  entertainment  and  useful  infor¬ 
mation,  gives  us  the  following  account  of  a  visit 
he  paid  to  the  Bird-Hermit,  so  called,  because 
the  feathered  tribe  are  his  constant  associates. 

The  second  hermitage,  in  the  order  they  are 
usually  visited,  is  that  of  St.  Catharine,  situated 
I;  in- a  deep  and  solitary  vale:  it,  however,  com¬ 
mands  a  most  extensive  and  pleasing  prospect  at 
noon-day  to  the  east  and  west.  The  buildings, 
j  garden,  &c.  are  confined  within  small  limits, 
being  fixed  in  a  most  picturesque  and  secure  recess 
;]  under  the  foot  of  one  of  the  high  pines.  T  hough 
jl  this  hermit’s  habitation  is  the  most  retired  and 
solitary  abode  of  any,  and  far  removed  from  the 
jl  din  of  men,  yet  the  courteous,  affable,  and  spright¬ 
ly  inhabitant  seems  not  to  feel  the  loss  of  human 
society,  though  no  man,  I  think,  can  be  a  greater 
ornament  to  human  nature.  If  he  is  not  much 
accustomed  to  hear  the  voice  of  men,  he  is  am¬ 
ply  recompenced  by  the  mellifluous  notes  of  birds; 
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for  it  is  their  sanctuary  as  well  as  his  ;  for  n« 
part  of  the  mountain  is  so  well  inhabited  by  the 
feathered  race  of  beings  as  this  delightful  spot- 
Perhaps,  indeed,  they  have  sagacity  enough  to 
know,  that  there  is  no  other  so  perfectly  secure- 
Here  the  nightingale,  the  blackbird,,  the  linnet* 
and  an-  infinite  variety  of  little  songsters,  greater 
strangers  to  my  eyes  than  fearful  of  my  nands, 
dwell  in  perfect  security,  and  live  in  the  most 
friendly  intimacy  with  their  holy  protector*, 
and  obedient  to.  his.  call  i  for,  says  the  hermit, 

“  Haste  here,  ye  feather’d  race  of  various  song. 

Bring  all  your  pleasing  melody  along ! 

O  come,  ye  tender,  faithful,  plaintive  doves. 

Perch  on  my  hands,  and  sing  your  absent  loves  !  ’* 

When  instantly  the  whole  vocal  band  quit  their 
sprays,  and  surround  the  person  of  their  daily,  be- 
ne  fact  or,  some  settling  upon  his  beard  ;  and,  in- 
the  true  sense  of  the  word,  take  his  bread  even 
out  of  his  mouth;  hut  it  is  freely  given  :  their 
confidence  is  so  great,  (for  the  holy  father  is 
their  bondsman)  that  the  stranger  too  partakes, 
of  their  familiarity  and  caresses. — These  hermits 
are  not  allowed  to  keej>  within  their  walls  either 
dog,  cat,  bird,  or  any  living  thing,  lest  their  at¬ 
tention  should  he  withdrawn  from  heavenly  to 
earthly  affections.  I  am  sorry  to  arraign  this, 
good  man ;  he  cannot  he  said  to  transgress  the 
law,  but  he  certainly  evades  it ;  for  though  his. 
feathered  band  do  not  live  within  his  walls,  they 
are  always  attendant  upon  his  court ;  nor  can  any 
pnnee  or  princess  upon  earth  boast  of  heads  so 
elegantly  plumed,  as  may  be  seen  at  the  court  of 
St.  Catharine  ;  or  of  vassals,  who  pay  their  tri¬ 
butes  with  half  the  chearfuiness  they  are  given 
and  received  by  the  humble  monarch  of  this  se¬ 
questered  vale.  If  his  meals  are  scan.ty,  his  de-» 
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sert  is  served  up  with  a  song,  and  he  is  hushed 
to  sleep  by  the  nightingale  :  and  when  we  con-~ 
sider,  that  he  has  but  few  days  in  the  whole  year 
which  are  inferior  to  some  of  our  best  in  the 
months  of  May  and  June,  you  may  easi  y  con¬ 
ceive,  that  a  man  who  breathes  such  pure  air  who 
feeds  on  such  light  food,  whose  blood  circulates 
freely  from  moderate  exercise,  and  whose  mind 
is  never  ruffled  by  worldly  affairs  ;  whose  short 
sleeps  are  sweet  and  refreshing,  and  w  10  ives 
confident  of  finding  in  death  a  more  heavenly  re¬ 
sidence  ;  lives  a  life  to  be  envied,  not  pitied. 
Turn  but  your  eyes  one  minute  from  this  man  s 
situation,  to  that  of  any  monarch  or  minister  on 
earth,  and  say,  on  which  side  does  the  balance 
turn  ?  While  some  princes  may  be  embiuing 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  then  subjects,  this 
man  is  offering  up  his  prayers  to  God  to  pieseive 
all  mankind  ;  whilst  some  ministers  are  sendiug 
forth  fleets  and  armies  to  wreak  -heir  own  private 
vengeance  on  a  brave  and  uncorrupted  people, 
this  solitary  man  is  feeding,  from  his  own  scanty 
allowance,' the  birds  of  the  air.  Conceive  him-r 
in  his  last  hour,  upon  his.  straw  bed,  and  see 
with  what  composure  and  resignation  he  meets  it. 
Look  in  the  face  of  a  dying  king,  or  a  plundering 
and  blood-thirsty  minister— what  terrors,  the 
sicrht  of  their  velvet  beds,  adorned  with  crimson 
plumage,  must  bring  to  their  affrighted  imagina¬ 
tion.  In  that  awful  hour,  it  will  remind  them, 
of  the  innocent  blood  they  have  spilt ;  nav,  ey 
will  perhaps  think,  they  were  dyed  with  the 
blood  of  men  scalped  and  massacred,  to  support, 
their  vanity  and  ambition.  In  short,  while 
kings  and  ministers  are  torn  to  pieces  by  a  thirst 

after  power  and  riches,  and  disturbed  by  a  thou¬ 
sand  anxious  cares,  this  poor  hermit  can  have 
but  one,  lest  he  should  be  removed  (as  the  prior, 
of  th*  ™~vent  has  a  power  to  do)  to  some  othec 
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pcH*  ^°r  ^at  *S  *ornel*raes  done  and  very  pr<j- 

I  he  youngest  and  most  hardy  constitutions  are 
generally  put  into  the  higher  hermitages,  or 
those  to  which  the  access  is  most  dificult  ;  for 
the  air  is  so  fine  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  moun- 
tam,  that  they  say  it  often  renders  respiration 
painful.  Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  reason¬ 
able  than  that,  as  these  good  men  grow  older 
and  less  able  to  bear  the  fatigued  and  inconveni¬ 
ences  the  highest  abodes  unavoidably  'subject 
them  to,  they  should  be  removed  to  more  conve^ 
nient  dwellings,  and  that  the  younger  and  stouter 
rnea  shonld  succeed  them. 

As  the  hermits  never  eat  meat,  I  could  not 
help  observing  to  him,  how  fortunate  a  circum¬ 
stance  it  was  for  the  safety  of  his  little  feathered 
i lends  ;  and  that  there  were  no  boys  to  disturb 
th£ir  young,  nor  any  sportsman  to  kill  the  pa- 
forbid,”  said  he,  “  that  one  of  them 
snouid  fall,  but  by  his  hands  who  gave  it  life!” 
1’  ~\v.e  me  your  hand,”  said  I,  “and  bless  me.” 

J  believe  it  did  ;  but  it  shortened  my  visit:  so  I 
stept  into  the  grot,  and  stole  a  pound  of  chocolate 
UP®‘1  “1S  stone  table,  and  took  myself  away. 

it  there  is  a  happy  man  upon  earth,  [have* 
seen  that  extraordinary  man,  and  here  he  dwells  ! 
-rlis  features,  his  manners,  all  his  looks  and  ac¬ 
tions  announce  it  ;  yet  he  had  not  even  a  single 
maravedi  m  his  pocket.  Money  is  as  useless^to 
llu"  as  to  one  of  his  blackbirds. 

ithin  a  gunshot  of  this  remnant  of  eden, 
are  the  remains  of  an  ancient  hermitage,  called 
t.  Pedro.  While  I  was  there,  my  hermit  fol¬ 
lowed  me  ;  but  I  too  coveted  retirement.  I  had 
just  bought  a  fine  fowling  piece  at  Barcelona  ; 
i  j,  w n  he  came,  I  was  availing  myself  of  the 
^'lowed  spot,  to  make  my  vow  neve'r  to  u  e  it. 
n  truth  there  are  some  sorts  of  pleasure  too  pow- 


erf  ill  for  the  body  to  bear,  as  well  as  somesorts 
of  uain :  and  here  I  was  wrecked  upon  the  wheel 
of  felicity;  and  could  only  say,  llke 
criminal  who  suffered  at  Dijon  O  Go  . 

Goid  **  «*  —a 

English,  nor  I  Spanish  enough,  to  Klve  hl™ 
the  sense  of  the  lines  written  in  poor  bhen 

•stone’s  alcove. 


«  o  you  that  l>athe  in  courtlye  bliss. 
Or  toyle  in  fortune's  giddy  spheare ; 
Do  not  too  rashly  deeine  amisse  ^ 
Of  him  that  bides  contented  here. 


I  forgot  the  other  lines,  but  they  conclude  thus  t 


“  For  faults  there  beene  in  busy  life 

From  which  these  peaceful  glennes  are 


free. 


FINIS. 


Romneyj  ?rinte<-,  Larnbeth. 


